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1IKE SOME fearsome crea-
ows+ ture emerging from a dark
~» . lagoon, this week’s great row

. - In the Commons had its birth

in the unfathomable mys-

- teries of parliamentary proce-
* dure. Add to this the latest
ploy from Mr Walter Harri-

..— Son, deputy chief whip, and
- one of nature’s most engag-
- ingly failed cheats, and you

have a unique incident in con-

4 stitutional history.

. For weeks MPs have been
. ., complaining about the guillo-
_ tine on the Scotiand Bill. By
"' eutting short debate at the

‘ end of each long period, it
: ensures that only a fraction of
-, . the Bill is discussed. So the

., Government had the bright

- idea of chopping each day

" - -into a set of mini-guillotines

- which would mean shorter
but wider-ranging debates.
The idea was suggested a
- week Jast Monday, the 16th
and discussed in the business
, committee two days later.

.+ This committee meets in

- 7 utter secrecy. It has three
Labour members, three
Tories, a Liberal and an SNP

~ man, none of whom may
breathe a word about its
arcane deliberations. It turns

" out, however, that last week

one Labour Minister was
, ahsent and the committee was

deadlocked on the plan, which
it only agreed on Tuesday

" last. Just after this, MPs dis-

covered that the deputy

"_  speaker’s choice of amend-

ments meant that Mr Cunning-
~ ham’s controversial plan -to

'+ make the new assembly de-

~  pend on 40 per cent of the

v« electors turning out to vote

~ *“yes” would not be debated.

. Instead of coming at the
" beginning of a long debate, it

would come at the end of a

short one. Without a debate,
woi back-bench amendments

cannot be voted on.
Early on Wednesday

, afternoon, secing the weight

. of feeling in the House,
Michael Foot changed his
mind, loudly and truthfully

. ., protesting that he had not

tried to cheat. Mr Cunning-
ham’s 40 per cent amendment

was swiftly reached, and a
, lively debate began, not

surprisingly since it was de-

signed and may yet succeed
in killing Scottish home rule.

" The next in line was Mr

Grimond’s amendment, allow-
ing Orkney and Shetlands to
opt out of devolution. The
Government was nearly as
“ ' keen for this to miss being
dehated ‘and s> ‘miss being
voted on. Because the 40 per
© cent scheme ‘was an amend-

" ment to an amendment, there
had 'to’ be” two votes, and us
the deadline drew near the

««  Government Minister John

~  Smith was still talking, spin-

ning ‘out long and barely per-
tinent points. . . .

He faced a barrage of noise
from Tories trying to make
him stop-and make way for
the vate. Enoch Powell tried

u to close the debate. Then,

‘bowing to the furore and no

.doubt fearing that the

. deputy speaker, Sir Mysr

- Galpern, would shut him up

soon anyway, Mr Smith sat

... down a few minutes before

i- 10.30. It was just over half an

.z« our before the guillotine was

*- due to fall

.1~ The first vote, to most peo-
- Ple's surprise, was lost by the
-+ Government' to loud cheers.
ay  Just before the next one, an
. -» MP who favoured the Gri-

I mond amendment went up to
. the Chief"Whip Michael Cocks

" 'and his deputy Walter Harri-

son and asked them not 10
ajlow - Labour members to
delay the second vote so as to

__shut Grimond - out. The
"7 answer he got suggested to
. . : him that they had exactly that
-~ plan in mind.

w . Votes in the Commons take
~ »up to around 16 minutes, de-
.+, pending on how many people
+  are voting and how long they

have'to reach the lobbies. The

. ,Iobbies are long wide corri-
Vo clors, lined with' books and

» desks, even provided with

, TXavatories. A vote isn't over
! until all the MPs have made

their way out.

’ At 'the end of the second
wvole, the “ rno " lobby ‘was the
scene of “a prolonged argu-
mment. between three Labour

o whips : Mr Harrison, Mr Jack

v «Pormand and Mr Jock Stal-
“woonlard, and three SNP

“- rnembers : Mr Hamish Watt

»« Mr Douglas Henderson and
it IVr Andrew Welsh, It was per-

i Fectly elear to the people who

Ui ¥ wvatched them, Willie Hamil-
“. ton, David Steel and later the

. Serjeant-at Arms, dispatched
~~ ; briskly by the amazingly com-

petent and crisp Sir Myer

«@Galpern, that they were lurk-
ing with the sole aim cof
making the vote last beyond
the guillotine hour of 11 p.m.

It was a valid argument —

[

about whether the Govern.-

ment should vote against the
whole mutilated clause on the
Referendum—but it was not
.v ~the place to hold it. Whatever
« outraged expressions of inno-
we- yeence are heard in public, the
t  'pecple involved in private say
4+ they knew perfectly well what
W they were doing.
' What's so extraordinary is
. that it was always certain
ithey would be found out,

. ..Even if they had stopped Mr

#" Grimond’s amendment coming
v wp, furious MPs would have

demanded and probably got a |

+ . vote later. The clue lies in the
. character of Mr Walter Harri-
i ..son, the MP for Wakefield, a
.. .Jomer electrician, and one of
4 .ihe great loyalists of the
. rL.abour movement,
n. . He ls the skilled, behind-
' thesceénes Mr Fixit and what
.~ e llkes daing is winning
. .vateg for the Lahour Party—
i, 1t almost any cost. Once,
~ -years ago, there was a similar
i vrow when he sent several MPs
+. through both division lobbies
~..ln an attempt to drum up a’
: I'.~lyh‘onefy auorum for some hill,
1 inevitably he was caught out,
then too, "~ " "

oy |
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DETAILS . ARE coming ‘to
light for“the first time of the
-secret ‘death, afier a 30-year
‘secret - life; of a worldwide
British i ;pmpa ganda network,
operiting, against communism
and’ ‘mtostly * in’ the '-Third
World. It was an operation
‘which had falled to change
with the times and within the
last - 18 months was purged
largely on the orders. of the
then Foreign Secretary, Mr
Tony Craosland. Among
other things, Mr Crosland
objected to its links with cer-
tain right-wing journalists.

The operation was radically
reorganised into a smaller,
still secret, Foreign Office de-
partment with a brief to'sup-
port British interests in
general, Indeed, it is reported
from a number of well-placed
Whitehall  sources that the
new Foreign Secretary, Dr
David Owen, is considering
making hitherto confidential
material openly available, -

This would be the
logical culmination cf
moves to bring the organisa-
tian — the sa-called * Inform-
ation Research Department’”
of the Foreign Office—under
firm political control, and
aholish its furtive Cold War
attitudes.

IRD, as it was known, also
performed a legitimate task
of research and informaticn.
Indeed it can be argued that a
suceessful propaganda oper-
ation must for most of the
.time provide ~objective and
useful information Besides
its activities abroad there-
fore, it provided an often
valued service to journalists.
and writers in this country.
That is the view of Guardian
journalists who have been on
its mailing list. .

Journalists are accustomed
to supping with a long spoon
from all kinds of sources, and
it is no reflertion un any of
them that IRD approval of
them and they included somz
of the best known writers on
foreign affaiis., There is evi-
dence that IRD did its best
to disguise its real role in dis-
tributing propaganda from
some of its clients: the oper-
ation, carried out over the
entire 30 years since the war.
was on the secret vote, and
has never been made known
to Parliament or public.

Since the last war, ' Britain
has paralleled some of the
covert international propa-
ganda activities of the CIA,
which have been .documented
and agonised aver so extersi-
vely in the US.

As a former ssenior CIA
official, Robert Armory, said,
rather enviously in‘an- inter-
view 10 years ago, complain-
ing of Qdisclosures. that the
CIA funded student bodies
and other organisations : “In

our free .motherland of
England . . . everybody shus-
hes up in the interests of

their national security and ...
what they think is the -inter-
est of the free world civilis-
atign.”

Martin Wainwright

—

LIFE for 3 South African
housewife can be awfully bor-
ing these days, with all those.
useful black people to do'the

daily chores. So what hetter,
after a bit of squash and a
spell on the small arms range,
than to tackle an Open Uni-
versity course ?

You can't take a degree, of
course, as that privilege is re-
served for pecple living in
Britain and a handful of stu-
dents in the States. But you
can struggle through all the
units and modules and video-
tapes and what’s moare the QU
makes it as easy as possible
for you to do so.

Surprisingly, in view of the
Labour luminaries involved in
the institution (Sir Harold
Wilson, founder; Lord Gar-
diner, the current chancel-
lor), the OU is proving.
boundlessly keen to sell ‘its
productions to the South Afri.
cans, Up -to -25,000 course
units: are estimated to reach
the Republic every year via
the Open University's Educa-
tional Enterprises subsidiary
at Milton- Keynes. So lucra-
tive is the trade that the QU
is now risking irMdustrial
action and vast dismay among
its staff by persisting in flog-
‘ging the material. The Asso-
ciation of University
Teachers, which embraces
.most of the OU academic
staff, takes the line that its
members should not teach in
South Africa; and the OU
units, ' "which are iostly
written by . the' body’s staff,
are simply an exfended form
of teaching. -

When the AUT raised the
matter last summer, the uni-
versity Senate voted 2-1 to do
* everything in its power " to
stop the irade. So astonish-
ment was rife ‘when the Iast
Senate meeting, at the end of
the year, heard that the Edu-
catiorial  Enterprises board
had not yet considered the
.matter, The teachers are now
intending to take. K constitu-
tional steps to' reprimand. the
body or, failing that, to con-
sider more” drastic action,
Paradorically meanhwhi'e;..

"thelr' one ‘ally has prqved to

$O1D FLIERAL. G OF RUMOVPATIC 10 TN (WIDV)s
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The IRA
and .
Northern Ireland

Aims Policy Tactics

Christo-pher Mayhew, then a
junior L-abour F.. Minister,
invented 1RD, writing a confi-
dential pzper to Ernest Bevin,
the Foxcl _gn Secretary of 1947,
He pro pssed a covert  propa-
ganda eounter - offensive ”
against flme Russians by means
of 'a new department.
Attlee talled him down to
Chequers to discuss it and
until £§ 0 Mayhew ran IRD
with Sit Ivone Kirkpatrick,
then deputy under- secretary
at the FO.and later chairman
of ITA.

The Department was secret.
Britainx w=as the first country
to go arer to the counter-
offensi-ve, Mayhew recalls, al-
though the CIA and the US
informalin  agency were
being stt= up at about the
same time, IRD distributed
material worldwide through
embassits.

*We certainly did abso-
lutely m-thing to distort or
twist the British media,” he
says. * I was only black pro-
pagand ai_n the sense that our
work wis all undercover and
the exisence of the depart-
ment wa confilential.”

The n=in vietims of the
secrecy seem to have been
foreign mewspaper readers—
and the British public who
were kep€ in the dark, while
non-accot niable cold warriors
went to work nominally at
least, onts behalf.

The Ru:ssians knew about it
from the ~very heginning
hecause (Fuy Burgess, one of
the thrtee Communist defec-
tors in the Philby affair, was
posted £o0 IRD in 1948,
Mayhew wyrote a memo sack-
ing himadfter {wo months for
being ** {irly, drunk and idle.”

IRD wi-sstafed with many
émigrés, from Iron Curtain
countries, often journaiists
-and wiiters  specially  re-
cruited -inta this airless world.
IRD offid als themselves were
screenesd from parts of what

be the Soath African Premier,
Mr Vonster, whose palice
aware of the dangers of some
forms « knowledge, have
turned Ix ¢k units on racialism
and capilmlis at the borders.

THE DIREADFUL plagues
predicte] e this Diary for
the Awic-ilects’ Registration
Council, cjter they decided to

invest = South African
mines, l=re begun. Nigeria,
one of the most lucrative

oversexs amarkets for British
architecti,. is considering a
boycott btectuse of the ARC’s
stake. The sum involved,

- which {=e architects, you
.rememndir, defended on all
manner o principles, is
£158.10-

Gl;inﬁ Dutch

IF AND when things get bad
for Britam abroad, the coun-
try can ount on one staunch
Anglophie in Rotterdam, Hol-
land. He &5 Mr Peter Alsem,
whom you last read about in
connectimm with a Post Office
phone kiisk

Mr Aleem tuok a shine to
one of th.ese while over in
Norfolk Ibuying  Lotus cars,
for which he holds the main
Duteh amcession. ,The bhox

was shipjed over with a batch.
of Lotuses and if you ring Mr .

Alsem at hais Rotterdam home
he answirs you from inside
the booth

Not coLtent with this, the
Dutchman has now requested
Lotus for some more wrought
iron, in 135 case a Post Office
letterbox €Obigingly, the com-
pany conaded the Norwieh
postmaste— and a , George VI
wallbox, £45 compared with
the Z£50 for the kiosk, will
shortly Tt off to Holland and
fittgld up to take the Alsem
mail. ’

 Wilder still

THE WILD scenes In the
Commionas, with MPs in opera
hats and [mtming human bar-

ricades, were nearly made
much wsil®er by Mr Sydney
Bidwell. The burly MP for

Southall, a former railway
shunter, v wns a devastating
weapon pxesented to him,
after the tmmpaign on turbans
and cxsh helmets, " by
Britain's progleful Sikhs.

Engrawttl .and bejewelled,

it’s a cexemonial sword which
the playfil Mr Bidwell has a
habit of h=anzing on. the old
sword hwoss still maintained
-in the Xmuwe though never
used. Spolidng the Serjeant-at.
* Arms -m<iEng in“dn the mob
. with his wyeedy rapier, Mr
Bidwell 3a pl into action,
““That fhing,” he eried, "is
useful only for picking up lit-

«ster.in pazks, Why not; Mr Ser- :

JJeant, " R{ me offer you

went on and ordered not to
tell even other I'O staff where
they worked. Their task was
set out in a dacument former
staff recall, speaking of
* forces ” at home and abroad

to be fought. Reference books.

alluded only to IRD’s
“special tasks.,”” In last
year's diplomatic list the

cover still kept up. IRD’s job,
it says, is merely “ the compi-
lation of information reports
for HM missions abroad.”

Modelled on wartime psy-
chological warfare operations,
IRD flourished in the 1950s.
The staff of the Soviet section
alone rose from 20 to more
than 60. Embassies had resi-
dent IRD men under cover

IRD’s main targets
were in the Third
World —  hifting
back at Russian
propaganda as hard
as we could’

who planted material on local
journalists and opinion
formers. This was controlled
first from offices in Carlton
House Terrace, and then, as it
expanded, from the 12-storey
Riverwalk House, Millbank, in
London.

A typical IRD operation in
its heyday would have been,
for example, to study Eastern
block press reports of drun-
kenness and produce an
article rubbing in just how
rife alcoholism - was under
communism. Senior officials
concede that past material
was heavily “ slanted.”

The CIA, whose worldwide
propaganda operations, radio
stations and front news agen-
cies have recently been exten-
sively exposed, would call this

something better ? * Fortuna-
tely for the Conservative
Party, the melee at that point
subsided, and the warlike Mr
Bidwell’s plan was shelved.

THE MOST successful busters
of the pay guidelines so far
are the members of the
Ostrich, Fancy Feathers and
Artificial = Flower  Wages
Council. According to the
Employment Department’s
monitoring services, their
204 per cent rise is the
largest to be let through by
the Whitehall scrutineers.
Since the rise was £5.50,
though and since it takes
the industry’s minimum
weekly wage to £32.40, it may
perhaps be allowed that il
was their turn.

Tip top

AS YOU know, Diaries pay
enormous sums for interest-
ing tips, but foday we're in
the unusual position of credil-
ing our Chief Accountant.
Iagle-eyed, he spotted some
strange goings on in the index
of Accountancy magazine.

. This model journal, the
paper of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants, provides a
comprehensive index to the
year’s reports with neat_sub-
headings such as Auditing,
Interviews and Ethics. Unfor.
tunately one of the most im-
portant ones, Government,
was missed ogut in this year’s
production. R

" As a result the wvarious
entries, such as Denis Hea-
ley’s Reflationary Package
and Healey's Selective Aid
Scheme, appeared under a
new heading. Along with
Auditors Detect Expenses
Irregularities and Rebuke for
Another Big Firm, they're
listed under . .. Frauds. .

SOMETHING fishy going on ?
Well, I'm afraid it looks like
“it. A large school of the
creatures - (detail above) has
been chosen by some sub-
versive for the caver of the
“latest’ quarterly review from
the Crown Agents.

‘“grey " propaganda. It 1s
basicaBly factual material to
which “spin " could be added
at will .

The e hical objection which
is raised by IRD’s critics both
inside amd outside Whitehall
is that the public does not
know wh at it is getting and so
cannot rnake allowances for
the “ spin” It differs thus
from sialghtforward propa-
ganda fu the British point of
view wiiich is plainly no bad
thing,

IRD als0 encouraged baoaok
production Aescribed in Whi-
tehall a5 “cross fertilisation.”
Robert Conquest, the scholar
and aath or, who has been fre-
quently ecritical of the Soviet
Union,. was one of these who
worked £or IRD. He was in
the FO uxntil 1956

After the 1eft, he says, IRD
sugzesteed to him  that he
could combine some of the
data he had gathered from
Soviet o—ublications into a
book. e soid Bodley Head a
readyami-de series of eight
called "“=Soviet studies.” Bod-
ley Hemal says it published as
a normul commercial arrange-
ment seBling 1,500 copies, a
third of Ehe %otal to a US pub-
lisher I'ced Praeger. Praeger.
who had published a number
of books previously at the re-
quest of the CIA, also says
this was a normal conunercial
arrangement.

David Floyd, Conununist
affairs ccorrespondent of the
Daily Telegraph, also recalls
writing & booklet vn China at
IRD*s mequest. This was
commisizoned by IRD because
they w-an_ted to distribuie it to
diplonilss, thev told him,

IRD”srmain targets were in
the Thircd World — “ hitting
back at Russian propaganda
as haxd as.we could,” as
Mayhew mputs it. It also set out
to ““be of use to” British
media an-d opinion formers. As
well s supplying material to
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aganda

The Millbank office of the depurtment—cnd some of its products

the BBC World Scrvice, secret
lists were compiled of
approved  journalists and
trade unionists {0 whom mat-
erial was offered if not always
accepted. More often IRD
simply offered quite
straightforward research help.
Recipients — often experts in
their own fields — could and
did judge its quality

By the time IRD was finally
purged, onc of its list con-
tained a cross section of the
General Council of the TUC.
The journalists list contained
about 100 names,

Those we have traced in-
clude two Labour journalist
MPs, Roderick MacFarquhar
and Colin Jackson. There
were three writers connected

IRD was told to stop
concentrating so
heavily on com-
munism and promote
other British interests

with the Financial Times ;
five from the Times; two
from the Observer ; five from
the Sunday Times ; five from
the Telegraph; six from the
Economist ; one from _the
Daily Mail ; two from the Mir-

ror; one from the Sunday
Mirror; and one from the
Express.

Guardian journalists on the
lists included Hella Pick,
Michael Simmons, Ian Wright
and Victor Zorza.

Other journalists were in-
formally blacklisied as politi-
cally undesirable or had
assistance withdrawn if they
became politically embarrass-

ing.
British  1ntroductions to
IRD werc made discreetly:

one distinguished liberal jour-

’
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nalist ceealls how he was
talksen lo lunch at a London
clab Dy his retiring predeces-
sor tn the newspaper who
passe dl2in on to his IRD con-
tact AL journalists were told
as liitle as possible about the
Depaxt went. Material was
senl 1o their homes under
plain tover. Correspondence
marked “ personal” carries
no  depirtmental  identifi-
catiom ox reference.

They were told documents
were “‘prepared in  the
FCO pi marily for members of
the d3plomatic service, but we
are allivved to give them on a
perso mlL hasis to a few people
ousicle the service who might
findt hexn of interest .. . they
are n o slatements of official
poiicy and should not be attri-
buted o HMG, nor should
the fitles themselves be
quoted in  discussion or in
prini- The papers should not
be slaov-n 10 anyone else and
they shorld be destroyed
when mn longer needed.”

Eventwnlly IRD's star began
to wam. I€ was cut down in
1964 axd  again  in 1968,
formeremployees say. In 1970
under~ the then PUS, Sir
Denis _Greenhill, it was
& s3asS0x " according to
several government sources.
Arouryl this time IRD was
told to stop concentrating so
heavily on  communism and
promote other British inter-
ests. It set up a counter sub-
version unit to deal with the
IRA 1l was also encouraged
to mode rate its briefing mat-
eri al,

It pblished a loose Jeaf
mantal, The IRA-—Aims,
Policw, Taclics, delivered
amongo thers to Ian Hamilion
at the Institute for the Study
of Cosnfidct. It included intelli-
gence rylerial and descrip-
tions of IRA front
organ isctions in Ireland, the
US armd_ Britain. The aggres-
sive cold war stance, however,
was s til unpopular with the

" yourself.
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FO. There was a natural dis-
taste for an * outsider’ de-
partment and the staff of IRD
were regarded as at least old-
fashioned.

Publications included, for
example, lists of Communist
front organisations such as
the forthcoming world youth
festival in Havana and book-
lets on African, Asian and
Russian affairs, as well as a
cyclastyled Background
Briefing at regular intervals.

By 1976 IRD was no longer
sccure in its covert tasks, Sir
Michael Palliser, the new PUS
and a “reforming bureau-
crat” as one colleague des-
cribes him, ordered a hard
look to be taken at it. Sir
Colin Crowe, former High
Commissioner in Canada was
brought out of retirement to
investigate. It was as a result
of his report that Labour
Ministers became aware of
IRD’s approved list of British
contacts. They — from their
own political standpoint ~—
were alarmed, according to
several Government sources,
with the political complexion
of a handful of them includ-
ing Mr Brian Crozier, director
of the Institute for the Study
of Conflict. There were in-
terchanges with the head of
IRD. My Ray Whitney, cur-
rently shortlisted for the Tory
seat of Iligh Wycombe. The
list was pruned by Tony Cros-
land. Mr Crozier, asked about
this episode, refuses to dis-
cuss it with us. ““I regard the
Guardian as a hostile news-
paper,” he says.

A second internal inspec-
tion of IRD followed. Owen
was apprised of the situation
when he took office and auth-
orised the disbhandment of
IRD in May '77.

The Think Tank inspectors
have reported FO information
departments were being re-
organised. In fact 20 or 30
IRD-staff were retired, made
redundant or transferred to
the research department pro-
per. Almost £1 million was
then being spent by the FO
on ‘“unattributable” propa-
ganda. The Think Tank was
scathing about the value of
information work in general
but said unattributable mat-
erial had a role in creating
‘“ helpful political attitudes
in the more influential Third
World countries.

Government propaganda
has not stopped. A new de-
partment, Overseas Informe.
ation Department has been
set up inside the FO proper,
much smaller and with a
much wider brief. Senior Gov-
ernment figures emphasise no
domestic propagandising as
such goes -on since Owen's
arrival, It is also reliably re-
ported in Whitehall that
Owen is even considering dec-
lassifying these background
briefs and making them avail-
able to press and public over
the counter. This would he an
extraordinary departure : IRD
itself died as it lived for 30
years. a secret kept from the
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