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TH¥ KINDERSCOUT RIGHT-OF-WAY
QUESTION.

At Hayficld yesterday the interest with regard to
the question of a right of way across Kinderscout was
considerable. A rumour bad spread that an attempt
to cross the mnountain was to be made in the wmorning
by an organized body of people, and this brought
together a large assemblage from the surrounding
districts. Later in the day there were mauny visitors
from Manchester and Sheffield, and most of these
walked to the foot of the Scout, but no attempt was
made to cross tho higher moors. 1t is necessary to
add that the Committes who are engaged in the settlo-
ment of the question deprecate any action which
would ba outside the law. In the afterncon a large
public moeting was held on a piece of vacant ground
in the middlo of the village.—Dr. Martin, medical
officer of heaith for Gorton, presided. He remarked
that it was not surprising that the irterest in this
mattor was large and widespread, as the whole ques-
tion was really one of national importance. As
population averywhare increased and our great towns
becaine still larger, we had also quicker, cheaper, and
easior methods of getting outside these great contres.
We thereforo necded to secure large public breathing
grounds in which we might escape from the vitiated
air of our cities. Of such a kind of breathing ground
wias tho great open maor of Kinderscout, and he
thought it worth remembering that centuries ago,
when there were first people in the Jand, Kiaderscout
under primitive tenure must have boen common
land. It was, comsidering the agoe of the world, a
comparatively new thing tbat land had passed into
the holding of a few people, and that that was so was
a matter for the grave coasideration of our great
landlurds. Undoubtedly wo had a moral right to tho
enjoyment of the pleagures of these open country
spaces, and if the ownurs wished their legal rights
respected they must not forget the moral rights of
the great body of the public. But besides that he
believed wo bad also a lewal right of way across
Kinderscout moor—(hear, hear),—aud that legal right
wits what they now intended to wake secure.—(Ap-
plause.)  They had met to protest publicly against
the action of the landowners which attempted to
deprive the public of its rights by stopping this way
acroas the monntain.—(Applause. )—A lettor was read
tromy Dr. Pankburst in which that centlrinan ex-
regee s vogreu at his inabibity to attend the mecting.
he obired sought, Dr. Pankhurst wrote, was one
“that must command  the most entimsiastic supporst of
the entiro community,  To preserve public rights over
open iands such as Nioderscout is of the highest im-
portance to the whole people. In this we are ali
interestad.  As an old aud taithful soldier in the cause
of tho rights of ths peopio [ am glal to stand by you.
If a1y fund is raised to sustain this work I shall be
to contribute.”—Mr, W. Il Chadwick {the
rtist) rpoke at considerabla 1eogth on the ques-
{ the riykts of the people to common lands and
to a Tauipath over Kinderscout in gparticular. i it
catne o @ question of “making a way” over the
mountain, he would be ready to cross even wer: he
ts unlergo imprisonment for so doing.—(Applausc, )
An old magistrate of the county had, he said, written
hiin that there was certainly a right of way across
from I :ld to the rnake, for he (the mayistrate)
hart used it an occasions for ity years.—(lear, bear.)
1b- propesed @ *'That this meetiog expresses its indigna-
tion at the conduct of the lamdowners of Kin ferscont
in :\L:c'r:]ul.im.: to close the roads over the Scout, and
Pivduce itvelf 10 stand by the Associaticn just tormed
i the efforts ta be made by the Arsoc:ation to securo
couatitutional means the richts of the public to the
ure of the tootpaths as establizhed by usige, custom,
ana right."—The resolution was srconded by Mr. W,
Santhard (Iterby ' and carried with applause. —A vote
nf th 5 was atterwards pasced to Mr. Chadwizk for
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